
Lightning Policy 
 

The policy is adapted from the NCAA Guidelines for Lightning Safety.  It is the 
responsibility of the athletic administration, sports medicine staff, and coaching staff(s) to 
abide by and enforce the policy. 
 

1. The following is the chain of command that is to be adhered to in the event of 
lightning.  Cooperation amongst all parts of the chain is needed to ensure the 
safety of participants and spectators of VMI athletics. 

 
Athletic Administration 
Dave Diles   540-817-5912 
Jamie Beasley   229-834-8705 
Wade Branner   540-310-1271 
Lenny Brown   540-798-6511 (Game Operations Manager) 
Mike Carpenter  434-770-8813 
Col. Hutchings  540-460-5210 
Jamie Severns   540-460-3746 
Bridget Shanks  540-817-4487 
Daniel Whitehead  540-460-9112 
 
Sports Medicine Staff 
Lance Fujiwara  540-570-0270 
Ryan Eddy   540-416-3754 
Kelsey Croak   540-784-9401 
Sarah Hall   774-275-4181 

  Brianna Byerley  423-443-2124  
Jessica Neitzel   843-816-3394 

  Kelsey Russo   570-862-8842 
 
 

Head Coach, Assistant Coaches, or Strength & Conditioning Coaches 
 
Post Police on call  540-570-0427 
Physical Plant on call  540-570-0501 
National Weather Service 540-552-0084 

 
  If at any time there is a disagreement regarding the continuation and/or return to play, 
the ultimate decision should be made by a member of the athletic administration. 
 

2. In the event of lightning, participants and spectators should be removed from the 
playing area and taken to a “safe” facility.  A “safe” facility must be an enclosed 
building with plumbing and electricity. 

 
Patchin Field & North Post – The locker room facility at Patchin Field is the closest 
“safe” building for anyone practicing at Patchin Field (baseball, lacrosse, men’s 



soccer, and women’s soccer).  Should evacuation of the playing area be necessary 
both participants and spectators should be instructed to proceed to “safe”areas.  All 
VMI personnel (players, coaches, support staff, and administrators) should go to their 
respective team locker rooms or the training room.  The spectators should proceed to 
their personal vehicles.  It is the responsibility of the administration, sports medicine 
staff, and coaches to keep players and spectators out of the shower and toilet areas. 
 
Alumni Memorial Stadium – Both Clarkson-McKenna Hall and Cameron Hall will be 
utilized in the event of lightning.  The visiting team will proceed to the visitor’s 
locker room, while the VMI team will go back to their locker room in Clarkson-
McKenna Hall.  All spectators will be instructed to move to Cameron Hall.  
Administration, sports medicine staff, and coaches, will be responsible for keeping 
spectators and athletes out of the shower and the toilet areas. 
Parade Ground – If activities are being conducted on the parade ground, the nearest 
“safe” structure would be an academic building or barracks. 
 
Other areas (Jordan’s Point Park, Washington & Lee Woods, Chessie Trail, Virginia 
Horse Center) – In the event that practices are being conducted where there are no 
buildings, the mode of transportation (buses, vans, cars, etc.) should be used as “safe” 
structures.  Vehicles should have a hard, metal roof, and windows should be rolled 
up.  Participants should not be in contact with direct metal of the vehicle. 
 
3. Evacuation of practice and playing fields should begin immediately at the first 

sight of lightning.  Participants and spectators should not attempt to wait out the 
lightning or wait for the lightning to get closer. 

4. Once inside the safe structure, the use of telephones should be avoided unless 
there is an emergency.  Cell phones should be used for all other calls. 

5. Following evacuation as a result of lightning, the continuation of activity 
should be approximately 30 minutes after the last flash of lightning or sound 
of thunder.  Even though the skies may be clear there can still be dangerous 
lightning. 

 
6.  Recommend Weatherbug app on cell phone to track storms. 

 
 


